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A Fair Evaluation of Academic Schools

Zhou Qun

Abstract: Academic schools are an important part of Chinese academic history. The interactions as well
as contentions among different schools and the succession of essences of those schools are two significant factors
that have promoted China’ s academic development. Different academic communities often share their
understanding and discuss with each other making it a major mechanism for integrating the theories while the
evaluative attitude of scholars toward different schools is an important basis for gauging each other’ s academic
purposes. Academic school studies also help clarify the logical contour of ancient Chinese academic
development. Academic schools are often steeped in the fluids of their own times featuring a strong teacher —
disciple relationship and/or family learning traditions taking academic ideas and methods as the soul of a
school. Academy lecturing for example was an important platform for the formation of academic schools after
the Song Dynasty. In approaching different academic schools scholars should be absolutely rational so as to

objectively recognize their complexities in the maze of history.

Key words: academic schools; academic history; cause of formation; rationality
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