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Talks on Paper
Mao Zedong and Mao Zedong Thought from the Perspective of History

Editor’ s notes: 2013 is the 120" anniversary of the birth of Comrade Mao Zedong. On
October 18", the editorial board of Historical Research held an academic forum entitled “Mao
Zedong and Mao Zedong Thought from the Perspective of History” in Beijing. The Secretary-
General of CASS and Editor-in-Chief of Social i/e::'pc;;se 4i1"~1 China Press, Gao Xiang, gave an
address. More than forty scholars, including thﬁlce—l’resﬁent of CASS, ResearchﬁFellow Zhu

Jiamu, the fofrggx; Director of the M tudy Institute of the National Defense University of

the PLA, Huang Hong, t;e— icetPresident of Peking University, Professor Liang Zhu, and
Professor Chen Xuewei from 8h&Party History Research Department of the Party School of the
Central Committee of the CPC, delivered papers. The Director of the Party History Research
Center of the CPC Central Committee, Quyang Song and former Vice-President of CASS, Li
Shenming, also sent papers to the forum. We have selected and edited five of these to be
published as talks on paper in Historical Research . After selection and editing, other papers are
to be published in Social Sciences in China and China Social Sciences Today. As Gao Xiang
pointed out in his address, Comrade Mao Zedong has performed immortal feats for national
independence, state unity and people’s liberation. If it was not Mao’ s historical contribution,
the Chinese people would have been fumbling in the dark for longer, at the least. Mao Zedong is
the inaugurator of the sinicization of Marxism and the pioneer of the path of socialism with
Chinese characteristics. We hope the talks on paper help people understand Mao Zedong and Mao
Zedong Thought scientifically, starting from the commanding heights of history and the times,
thus have more confidence in our path, in our theories and in our system in building socialism

with Chinese characteristics and in our struggle for the Chinese dream of the great rejuvenation of

the Chinese nation.
Y

MayZedong and the Realization of the First Historical Mission of the Great Rejuvenation of the

Chinese Nation Li Jie(4)
h The Three Dimensions of Mao Zedong’s Choice of “Ism” Li Weiwu(9)
Ma;Zedong and the Strategic Decision to Open the Sino-US Relationship Gong Li(14)
Ma} Zedong and Research on the History of the Communist Party of China Chen Shu(18)
MaAZedong’s Thought on Cultural Construction and its Historical Place Yang Fengcheng(22)

Research Articles
The Case for Saying that that Xun Zi’s View on Human Nature is not that Man’s Nature Is Evil
Yan Shian(28)
The statement “Man’s nature is evil” is seen only in the eponymous chapter in the Xunzi.
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The other chapters in the Xunzi either say nothing about human nature being evil or take a
positive attitude to emotions and desires. They may have expressions that veer towards
suggesting human nature is evil, but these are not representative of Xun Zi’s view of human
nature. The basis of Xun Zi’s political thought is not the theory that human nature is evil, but
the traditional Confucian consciousness that human nature is originally good plus his own
distinctively positive attitude to emotions and desires. The chapter “Man’s Nature is Evil” in the
Xunzi is free-floating; it does not represent the culmination of Xun Zi’s view of human nature,
but rather is an attempt to set up a heterodoxy contrasting with the idea that “human nature is
good”. The author of “Man’s Nature is Evil” may have been a later scholar; it cannot represent

Xun Zi's view of human nature.

A Study of the Site of the Western Regions Protectorate from the Perspective of Archeology
Lin Meicun(43)
The Western Regions Protectorate is located not in Yeyungou, Chadir, or the ancient city of
Zhuoerkute (H /R FEE4%), Luntai County, but in Koyuk Shahri, in the southeast of Luntai
County. This ancient city was encircled by two walls around the circular urban center of Wulei
[lei & fortress]. Wulei City, the capital of Wulei State, was one of the 36 states in the Western
Regions. The state may have been named after the elevated platform in the round city. Outside
the circular city was a square city of a kind common in the western regions after Han culture was
introduced into the Tarim Basin. In the second year of the Shenjue reign period of Emperor Xuan
in the Han dynasty, Zheng Ji set up the Western Regions Protectorate in this city. After Wang
Mang's reforms, the name Wulei City was changed to “Lielou City”. As Protector-General Chen
Mu died in this city, it was also called “City of Chen Mu”. In the Northern Wei Dynasty, Wulei
City was still in use. In History of the Northern Dynasties: Biography of Tang He, it was
called “Liult City”, from Wang Mang’s renamed Lielou City.

The Change in the Thousand Immortals Cave: Research into the Historical Traces of the Quanzhen
School’s Conversion of Buddhas in Mount Cha Jiang Sheng(59)

The Thousand Immortals Cave in Mount Cha, Rongcheng, Shandong, got its name because
it was re-cut on the basis of the Thousand Buddhas Cave, a Buddhist temple. The cross-
validation of historical data and fieldwork material has helped clear up the untrue story that the
Thousand Immortals Cave was originally dug by a Quanzhen Taoist, Wang Yuyang, to reveal the
historical truth: the Thousand Buddhas Cave was taken over and made into the Thousand
Immortals Cave by the Quanzhen school of Taoism in the 7th year of the Tianqi reign period of
the Ming Dynasty. The Buddha-converting Cave discovered near the Thousand Immortals Cave
offers valuable evidence for the ceremonial process which turned the Thousand Buddhas Cave into
the Thousand Immortals Cave. Disputes between the two faiths have gone on for generations,
but what happened in Mount Cha was unique: using a ceremonial process to seize the temple

property of another religion and moreover preserving those ceremonial elements for centuries.
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