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“Republic Factor” in Confucian Political Philosophy
—On Comparative Researches of Chinese and Western

Philosophy and Culture from Montesquieu
XU Su — min

( Research Center of Chinese Thoughts Nanjing University Nanjing 200293  China)
Abstract: From his comparative researches of Confucianism and Stoicism Montesquieu had a better un—
derstanding of both schools. From his “ceremony propriety forming the general spirit of one nation” he
thought that the terrorist principle of autocracy was a departure of the Confucian principle of propriety.
From his “scope of imperious power” he thought it right that father and son should hide their defects
each other in the root of morality. In his comparison of Christianity and Confucianism he had a deep un-
derstanding of Confucian limitations.
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