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Discussions on Development and Decline of Local Weaving in Ming Dynasty from
Annual Manufacturing Task
WEI Wenjing' XIA Weizhong® WANG Liang'

(1. College of Hospitality Management Nanjing Institute of Tourism and Hospitality Nanjing 211100 China; 2. Department of History

Nanjing University Nanjing 210093  China)
Abstract: Satin is the collective name of silk fabrics such as Zhusi Chou Sha Luo Juan and tough silk and was
an important and indispensable supply of royal court. Besides the establishment of weaving and dyeing offices in
Nanjing and Beijing 23 local weaving and dyeing offices were set up in the Ming dynasty for producing annual
manufacturing satins for award of royal court. Through the investigation on the production status of these annual
manufacturing satins the development and decline process of local weaving in the Ming dynasty can be obtained. The
research thinks that the tardy situation of annual manufacturing satins in corresponding regions became increasingly
severe with the decline of mulberry silkworm planting in regions except regions south of the Yangtze River after mid—
Ming dynasty and satin purchasing in regions south of the Yangtze River became the only way to solve annual
manufacturing. The occurrence of such leading weaving system further highlighted raw material and technical
advantages of silk industry and finally facilitated the success of silk industry in regions south of the Yangize River.
Key words: local weaving; Ming dynasty; local offices of weaving and dyeing; satin; silk
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Tab.2 Annual manufacturing tasks of local weaving and dyeing offices in Ming dynasty
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