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Reexamining Hu Weiyong’ s Collusion with Japanese Pirates Case:
The Conflicts of Historical Narratives and the Scholars’ Dilemma of Mediation in the Ming Dynasty
MA Yunchao
(Institute of Modern Chinese Civilization , Nanjing University , Nanjing 210093 , China)

Abstract ; Although Hu Weiyong’ s alleged collusion with Japanese pirates was a fabricated accusation, its historical narra-
tive was constrained by the actual Sino — Japanese relations during the middle of Hongwu period. When Ming Taizu compiled
The Grand Pronouncemenis, he deliberately selected the Gui Tingyong mission and the Ruyao mission as narrative objects.
Within this framework ,the account about Ruyao’ s attempted rebellion who was guided by Lin Xian in Hongwu 14th year that
resulted in Ming — Japan severed relations, became the official interpretation. However, this narrative faced challenges from
newly discovered historical materials in the middle of the Ming Dynasty, and the Ruyao mission in the 14th year of Hongwu
could no longer play the role of a rebel. The scholars of the Ming Dynasty attempted a variety of reconciliation schemes for this
purpose , the most common of which is to move the Ruyao incident from the 14th year of Hongwu to the 17th year of Hongwu,
which has produced the false records such as Gui Tingyong and Ruyao’ s second tribute missions. But at that time , Hu Weiyong
had already passed away,and the new narrative itself was difficult to establish,and it was finally dissolved in the History of the
Ming Dynasty compiled by the Qing Dynasty. The failed attempts of the scholars of the Ming Dynasty to balance between The
Grand Pronouncements and historical facts just reflected the fictionality of the case of collusion with Japanese Pirates.

Key words: the case of collusion with Japanese Pirates; The Grand Pronouncements;Lin Xian;Ruyao;historical narrative
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