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A Tentative Study of Confucianist Pacifism
Based on M oral Princip les

YAN Shran
(Department of H istory, Nanjing Unwersity, Nanjing 210093 China )

Abstract Scholars of pre-Q in historical period all have strong aversbn to vblence and are
prone to peace Their opnns can be roughly chssified nto wo schools Confucianist pacifisn
based onmoral principles and Tao st pacifisn based on canpran ise The fomer is aganst a can pro-
m isng co-existence of the conflictng sdes clain ng the morally justified must win over the other
sdde However thiswin-over & notguaranteed by violence but by virtue, which actually means any
antagonian and conflict can be settled in a peacefulway. Conficanist way of win-over finds its orr
gin in the trad itbn of un ilateral politics of W est Zhou, and Con ficius is accountab le for appealng to
the force of virtue The wo memwges atM encius nto a canplete theory of non-violent w n-over Corr
fucianist idea of win-over by virtug however has been discarded by most ofmodem mntellientsia
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