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External Standard and Inner Consciousness
— On the Relationship between' Rite’ and Benevolence” in the Analects

Yan Shi’ an

Abstract The' rite” and’ benevolence” in the Analects is the relationship between external standard
and inner consciousness. The main view in the academic circle is always that benevolence” takes the domi-
nant position in the relationship. This view, however, neglects the issue about a starting — point all the
time, i. e. why Confucius believed unconditionally that' rite” should guide human life? Proceeding from this
issue, this article explores , step by step , into the movement of ideology that took place before the times of
Confucius — how the rite replaced the divinity and became people’ s spiritual support, what the significance
of the replacement is, and how Confucius remolded the movement while carrying it on. Based on arrange-
ment of the background of the thought history, the article points out the particular two — way relationship be-
tween rite” and’ benevolence”.
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